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Abuses of the Navy has been 
very Inftrudtive and Necefla- 
to the Company; to have thefe Grievances 
Redrefled is highly realonable, but by th.ir 
continuance, "tis to be feared that fome People. 
who ftand on higher Ground, {ee no farther 
than our felves,otherwife our Parliaments wou!d 
have taken better care of the Walls of our i- 
fland, aad of our Sailors who Man thofe Walls. 
Jam fure we had things of much lefs Iaipor- 
taice was carried on with a great deal of heat 
inthe Houfe of Commons in the late Reign, 
which did not fignity one Half-penny to the 
good of the Common-Wealth. _ : 
Obf. ’Tis indeed a fort of a Miracle, that a 
People fo Great and Glorious formerly in their 
Fleets, fhould in fo thort a {pace of time fall be- 
E low the Right Notion of ¢ Navy: But the Rea- 
fon of the thing is clear, we had fome Kings 
who endeavoured to introduce an Arbitrary Pow- 
er, which was to be effeGted by a Foreign Force, 
upon which we took cate to let our own Walls 
fall to decay, and to fend our Timber, and not 
only the Models of our beft Ships, but oor 
ableft Ship- Wrights to France, which (together 
with difcoureging our Seamen) made our felves 
much lefs, and our Enemies much more Formi- 
dable abroad in Shipping. Every Body hoped 
upon the Revolution,particular care would have 
been taken of the ftrength, Occonomy and Ds{ct- 
oat the Englifh Navy, but our Ships ftill 
Sail’d in the old Channel, the fhallow waters of 
Private Jutereft kept them be-neapt; and if they 
Were brought about, it was but to very little 
purpofe: We received then fuch ftains in the 
Standards of the Englifh Navy, that nothing 
bot fome more fuch Actions as that at igo, can 
wath "em out, When after Ages fhall read the 
Chronicles of the late Reign, it muft be with 
Amazement to find that the Treacherous, Ef- 
capes of Pointi’s and the Tholeun Squadrons were 
hever accounted for, and that when our Parll- 
ament was grown fenfible, tho’ late, of the di- 
Rrefled Condition of our deer Country, and 
with an Englifh Vigour began to call in Quefti- 
On the {inpairers Sim Walls and the Levellers 
of our Fortrefles, who were laying us open to | 
Foreign Infuits, that then we had a fpnrious 
brood of Men amongft us, who to preferve thefe 
publick Defaulcers ah Joftice attack’t even our 
Conftitutioa, and reviled that juft and truly 
Englifh Parliament with feandalous Libels and 
mpoons, - Nay the State of the Navy was 
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brought to fo low an Ebb, that the very Admi- } 


rals in the Honfe of Commons Voted the Na- 


Vy of England ufelefs, by Voting for a ftanding 
Aimy as th, only means to prevent an Invafion. 
Country-m. Oh fye upon it! I am afham’d to 


don’t Queftion but thefe Men are out of Com- 
miffion in this Reign, I am fare théy are not fic 
to command a Prefs-Ketch in Her Majefties Ser- 
vice. Bus Mr. Objervator, I muft beg the Favour 
of you to arfwer me another Queftion concer- 
ning an Abufe in the Navy, which I heard thofe 
People mention, Wist isthe nature of the Re- 
gifker Money appointed by A& of Parliament 
for the Seamen! 
Obf. Honeft Country-man, I will anfwer thee 
a hundred Queftions concerning the Navy, and 
i with { could talk as freely to our Reprefenta- 
tives on that Subje& asI can tothee and this 
Company; tho’ 7 muft confefs ’tis an invidious 
Subje@; for what ever the Sailors lofe, fome 
Body or other gets ; you never knew a Cheat in 
your Life without a Cheater, nor a publick 
Gheat without many of em. But when a Cheat 
becomes Nations!l,, we muft expeé National 
punifhments from the Almighty upon that {core; 
you'll think perbaps / go too far'in leying. the 
-Cheat on the whole Nation but when you know 
she nature of the thing, you'll be of my Opinion. 
~“ For the Eftablifhmene of the Regifter Money 
was by Act of Parliament, and being fo; was the 
A&and Deed of the whole People of England, 
as ratify’d and confirmed in Farliament by their 
‘Reprefentatives; who fat at that time in the 
Houfe of Commons by Vertue of the Electing 
Power of the People: Now the Reafon of that 
Act was to keep a fofficient number of Sailors 
in a readinefs tor His Majefties Service in the 
Navy, by Regiftring themfelves for that End 
and Purpofe; and to encourage them thereunto, 
every one thus Regiftring himfelf was to have. 
forty Shillings per Ann. paid out of the Fund ap- 
pointed by that Act,which Fund was Levied out 
of she Sailors Wages at 6d. per Menfem, as weil 
in Merchants Ships as Men of War, fo that here 
was a perfec Contract, a Stipulation and Re- 
ftipulation betwixt the People and the Sailors of 
England. Now the Sailors bave performed sheir 
part of the Contra&, they Regiltred and held 
themfelves in a readinefs for the Nations Ser- 
vice, they have paid their Money ont of their 
Wages according the Obligation of the AG, 
to the value, as I remember, of 75 Thoufand 
Pounds per Annum, and tho’ fo many years have 
paft fince the figning that Act, they have not 
received the Money allowed them by the fame. 
To three or fonr Parliaments Succcflively have 
they appealed for Juftice, but not to the jeaft 
purpote, for hitherto they have not been paid 
one penny of their Money. ) 
Country-m. Pray, Sir, is not one Parliament 
allowed the Liberty by Law to také¢ Notice:of 
Abufes of the A&s made by former Parliaments. 
Obf. Yes, and they have power to Repeal 
the Acts of former Parliaments, when they find 
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Cosintry-m. 1 with then this A& was Repea- 
led, and fothe poor Sailors weuld have an 
an{wer at once, for now they live in expeGa-. 


are tantaliz’d with their own Money, and the: 
Land-Pyrates that run away with it ftand and’ 
laugh at ’em. os 

Obf. Lam in great hopes, honeft Country-man, 
that this prefent Parliament willdo the Nati- 
on and Seamen Juftice, in this and in many o- 
ther Refpeés relating to the Navy. We 
have had Pariiaments who made it their 
only Bafigefs to raife Money, and yet in 
that refpect have done lefs.in five months, 
than this Parliament have done in five Weeks}5 
f> that they being in fuch a forwardnefs in rai- 


Few Ships, want oi Money, feveral FaGtion 
tion of what they are never like co get; they ) 






© much inferiour to Himfelf. Many cther pve, 
~% cultics were obicrved in the unfertled Sra. 


and fome, Who to advance p&rticular Intereg' 
© betray’d the Publick. But fuch was the pa! 
* er of Wifdom, and Integrity of thofe that f, 
© atthe Helm, and their diligence; in chufn 
© Men only for their Aderit, was Blefs’d wis 
*“fuch SuccefS} that in two' Years our Fler 
‘ grew to.be as famous as cur Land A‘niic. 
Difcourfes of Government. p, 222 | 
and fach the Valour of good Commanders anj 
Seamen, that.a few Ships under a gocd Dita, 
pline, and the Governmante of men of Condy 





fing of Money for publick Service, ’tis not to 
be doubted bur they will make the Nation eafie 
in Relation to Grievances, : 
Indeed nothing can be more the Concern of 
Parliament than the Navy of England; for I 
would not give a Years parchafe for Land, af- 
ter we have once loit the Empire of the Ocean ; 
the meansto effe&twhich is the difcouragement 
of our Sailors by want of Provifions and, Pay, 
this had a vifible Effe&t in King Charles the Se- 
cond’s tiaie, for at that never to be forgotten 
Eaterprize of the Dutch Fleet, on our Ships at 
Chatham, the Dutch had above6ooo Engli(h Sai- 


lors on board their Fleet, which had Deferted || 


the Service of their Countrey for want of Pay ; 
which was too common a thing in that Reign, 
infomuch that the Ssilors Tickets made out in 
the Year 66, are unpaid to this very day ; the 
Reafon why fo many Sailors Deferted the Ser- 
vice of their Country in the late Reign, muft be 
attributed tothe fame Caufe, For why fhould 
Sailors Defert the Nations Service, when they 
had feveral Years pay due to them, buc upon 
Suggeftions that they fhould never have 
their money ? And by this means have we had 
Colonies of Pirates fetiled at Atadagafcar, and | 
other places. 

Country m. Now you talk of thofe Pirates, | 
remember I faw fome of em going to beHang’d, 
I chought Hanging was a great favour to them, 
for they came out of Goal quite ftarv’d. 1 
thought at that time it was more confiftent. 

» with Juftice to Hang their Commanders that 
had abus’d ’em, and the Land Pirates, that: had 
cheated chem of their Pay, than thofe poor 
Creatures whofe Lives were a Burden to them- 
felves. ; 
obf. No, No, their Commanders ate try’d 
in the Juglers-Box of a Ships Cabbin, they try 
one another, and were the Pirates allow’d that 


priviledge, not one of them would be Hang’d. : 


Ptl Warrant thee; and thofe that have cheated 
them of their Pay, have got enough by the 
. Bargain to make their Peace, when ever they 
“ are called'to'am Account. But indeed thefe 
’ eonfiderations are Black and Difmal to fuch as 

love their Country. What mighty Feats have 

we done in former Times with fmall Navies, 
when Juftice fatat the Helm, and Probity and 

Valour were the Standard of Employments ? 
- Algernoon Sydney fays, “ When Van Tromp fet 

* upon Blake, in Foulk/lone Bay, the Parliament 
So@ chad not above thirteen Ships againft three- 
> fcore, and not a man that had ever feen 


and Bravery, made a greater Figure in ¢h, 





World than larger Navies have done ip times 
fabfequent tothofe: *Tistrue, Her Majey 
upon her Accceffion to the Throne, found 4 
much larger Navy than what had been knowy 
in England in remoter Ages, yet (to our fhame 
be it fpoken) under a much worfe DifCcipline 
and Oeconomy. But het Majefties pruden, 
condu¢t in the cafe of Sir Fobn Atunden is a 2004 
earneft of her future good management of the 
Fleet, than which nothing can more conduce 
to the retrieving of the Antient Glory and Ho. 
“nour ef the Englifh Nation. What I have {aid 
of Naval Affairs, thall foffice at this .prefent, 
tho’ we can never fay or dotoo much in its fy. 
vour. But prithee, honeft Country-man, wha 
‘News at London? 

* Country-m. Out Parliament is very Unanis 
mons in raifing of Moncy, which is agreed on 
‘all hands to be the Sinews of War; dnd Ite. 
lieve we are as ftrong in the Purfe-Strings as is 
any Nation in Europe, notwithftanding we have 
had fo many Rapparees in our Nation, who 





lick Spoils ‘of the Kingdom, thofe Horfe- Lea. 
ches of Government, who ftuck fo long to the 
Veins of the State, till they dropt from it by 
the weight of the Publick Treafure, they had di- 
verted to theirown Ufe. Indeed nothing re 
joices me more than that her Majefty and Par- 
liament are Unanimous in carrying on the War 
againft France and Spain, and that materials are 
providing by the collective Body of the Peo- 
ple for that purpofe, But, Mr. Obfervator, 
Pil cell you a ftrange Story, the Earl of AZaribo 
‘rough is taken a Prifonerjand is carried toFramte, 
bf. How can that be, he’s come to London? 
Country-m, That’s true too, and yet he’s aPri- 
fonet in Franceat the fame time? 


Obf. This is ameer Paradox! Can he be in 
two places at one time? . 





Country-m. Yes according to the Do@rine of Tranfub- 
ftantiation ; look ye Sir, the French King gives it out tobe 
true, and the Zacks and High Flyers of England (who be- 
licve. more in the French King then they doin Jefas 
" Chrift) confirm it: ’Tis true he has been at Se. Fames's, 

and has been complimented by rhe Nobility and Gentry, 
‘aud has had the Thanks of the Commons for his good Ser- 
vice ia the laft Compaign,but alack aday we are not to be- 
lieve our Sences, ‘tis an Apparition in his Shape chac hants 
St. Fames’s and is fo kmpudent as to go to Bed to his Lady 

Obf. This is all Scuff, thefe Fellows are bewitch’d, chis 
News Paper fays che Queen is going to make him a Duke. 
> Country-m. Aye and the French King is going to makea 

Devil of him. 1'll affure you he isin France, and in the 
-Cuftody of Goody Maintenon; and Lewis has Sworn by 
his Night Cap, that he'll Exchange him for none bur Prince 

Exgene, whom he will have in Salva Cuffodia, before we 





* any other Fight at Sea, thag between a Mer- 

¢ chant’s Ship, and a Privateer, to oppofe the 
- -beft Captain the World, attended with 
_ © many others.in-Vatour and Experience not 





“ Bonden, Printed by 3. How, ia Fanchure's- firect , 





have our General again. 


Obf. Crede qued babes ¢y habes. This is all of 2 piece 
| with the reft of thofe peoples flories, they are Folk of 4 





ftropg Hope. 
Country-m. 1 with they were ali ty'd ina ftrong Rept, 


and there to hang till the nexetime we meer, fo farwel. 
ot ae ew 





and Sold by 2. Brazz, in Avemary-Lant, 17° 


Such was the Priftine State of our Nayj-: | 


have ‘liv’d fo many Years together onthe pub J 
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